
Building community-based power that ensures immigrant/
refugee, low-wealth and Black, Indigenous, people of color 
(BIPOC) communities along the Blue Line Extension Corridor are 
able to stay in their homes and businesses, create wealth and 
economic development, and enhance their wellbeing and access to 
opportunity throughout the region.

We envision a community-centered planning process that commits to a racial justice frame and restorative 
approach that intentionally directs economic, social and environmental benefits of the Blue Line Extension 

to immigrant/refugee, low-wealth and BIPOC communities along the project corridor.  

Learn more about the Blue Line Coalition at blcoalition.wordpress.com

From going to work to getting groceries, from doctor’s 
appointments to religious worship, our ability to move 
through our communities determines our quality of life and 
access to opportunities. Having safe, affordable and efficient 
transportation choices are the avenues to our freedom, dignity 
and connection to community. 

But, for generations, government agencies have created 
transportation planning processes that overlook the 
voices of our immigrant, refugee, low-wealth and BIPOC 
communities and cater to the economic interests of outside 
developers and affluent residents. Because of these intentional 
choices, road and transit projects have brought destruction and 
displacement to our communities — over and over again. 

We have the community power and policy solutions to 
create a different outcome. 

The BLC is rooted in the BIPOC and immigrant communities that 
will be most impacted by the Blue Line Extension project. Since 
2013, we have been working together to make sure government 
leaders recognize the Blue Line extension is a racial justice and 
regional equity issue and that community inclusion and 
leadership must be central to ALL planning and outcomes.

Our communities have a right to the highest quality transit 
project and safety improvements — and strong protections 
to make sure our families are NOT pushed out of their 
neighborhoods and that immigrant, refugee, BIPOC and low-
wealth residents and businesses directly benefit from these new 
investments. 

We see a vibrant future where fast, reliable transit options 
make it possible for a mother to go to her daughter’s soccer 
game instead of waiting on multiple bus transfers. We 
see train stops that serve and grow immigrant and BIPOC 
business districts that create wealth and stability in our cultural 
communities. We see safe street crossings that make it possible 
for elders to walk to their community-owned grocery store.

Because of our decades of deep relational organizing and years 
of engagement on this project, the Blue Line Coalition has the 
expertise and solutions to make that future a reality. Getting from 
one place to another cannot be a given for some — and a daily 
challenge or impossible barrier for others. 

Safe, affordable and reliable transportation choices are 
not just a fundamental civil right that is owed to our 
communities, but necessary for our region to thrive.



Recognize and Engage Community 
as Policymakers
Any policy or process that is created without input from directly 
impacted community will be incomplete and inequitable. As 
the Blue Line Extension project moves forward, all decision 
making tables must include community representation — not 
just elected officials or government staff.

That’s why we are calling for: 

• Representatives from the Blue Line Coalition to be 
reinstated to the Bottineau Community Works table — and 
any future committees or advisory bodies also include 
community representatives

• Funding investments and community engagement 
contracts that align with the real cost  of meaningful 
grassroots organizing with communities most impacted by 
the project 

Ensure Development without Displacement
There is clear evidence that transit investments like the Blue 
Line Extension project often lead to involuntary displacement 
of the residents and businesses along the corridor. In North 
Minneapolis, we have already seen the impact of the proposed 
route pushing out our neighbors in the Harrison neighborhood 
because of the loss of affordable housing and rising rents 
— and we are encouraged by the county’s attention to anti-
displacement issues. 

That’s why we are calling for: 

• The selection of the new route and any progress on this 
project must be aligned with the adoption of strong, 
anti-displacement policies — this means slowing the pace 
of development or increasing the urgency and speed 
of municipalities passing necessary protections against 
predictable harmful outcomes for our communities

• Provisions outlined by the Harrison Neighborhood 
Association to address the harm experienced by residents 
and businesses of their Near North neighborhood 

The Blue Line Extension project is at a pivotal moment. 
By working with the Blue Line Coalition and other partners to ensure a community-centered planning process, project leaders can 
co-create a racial justice framework and engage in a solutions-oriented and restorative approach that intentionally directs eco-
nomic, social and environmental benefits of this transit investment to immigrant/refugee, low-wealth and BIPOC communities 
along the project corridor. We recognize the historical and ongoing efforts of Hennepin County, Metro Transit and the MEtropoli-
tan Council in working with and taking input from the BLC and community leaders up to this point. 
To continue and grow that partnership moving forward, leaders must:

Learn more about the Blue Line Coalition 
blcoalition.wordpress.com


